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(57) ABSTRACT

This invention provides a compression apparatus capable of
flexibly responding to a change in service condition. The
compression apparatus comprises a compressor main body
for housing rotatively driven rotors, an intake channel con-
nected to an intake port of the compressor main body and
equipped with a suction adjusting valve, a discharge channel
connected to a discharge port of the compressor main body
and equipped with a discharge pressure sensor, a revolution
speed setting unit for causing a rotor to have a revolution
speed that matches a set number of revolutions, a valve con-
trolling unit for controlling the suction adjusting valve based
on a discharge pressure detected by the discharge pressure
sensor in such a manner that a pressure of the discharge
channel is maintained at a set pressure, and a controller for
defining the set number of revolutions and the set pressure
based on a condition selected by a user.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
COMPRESSION APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a compression apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

As described in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. H01-313694, there have been known com-
pressors with structure for rotatively driving compressor
rotors composed of a pair of male and female screw rotors by
means of a motor or the like device that functions as a driving
machine through a pulley with a belt, or a speed increasing or
decreasing gear implemented by a combination of main and
pinion gears.

In the compressors, the inside of a package is divided into
two internal spaces. The internal space of a primary side
houses a compressor main body, the motor for driving the
screw rotors in the compressor main body through the pulley
with the belt, and an oil separation and recovery unit. On the
other hand, the internal space of a secondary side is equipped
with a sirocco fan attached to an output shaft of the motor, an
after cooler, and an oil cooler. Further, an air inlet is disposed
on an outer wall of the internal space of the primary side,
while a through hole for allowing air to flow from the internal
space of the primary side to the internal space of the second-
ary side is formed in the partition wall.

To adjust a revolution speed in such a compression appa-
ratus, the diameter of the pulley, geometry of the belt, a gear
ratio, or other features must be changed (i.e. replacement
work for replacing components such as the pulley, the belt, or
the gear should be performed). However, the replacement
work requires a certain amount of time. For this reason, it is
unpractical, in the compressor of the above-described type, to
frequently change service conditions of the compressor, such
as specifications of an object to which compressed air is
supplied.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a compres-
sion apparatus capable of flexibly responding to a change in a
service condition, the compression apparatus that rotatively
drives compressor rotors, such as a pair of male and female
screw rotors.

To solve the above object, the present invention provides a
compression apparatus comprising a compressor main body
that houses a rotor to be rotatively driven, an intake channel
connected to an intake port of the compressor main body, a
suction adjusting valve disposed in the intake channel, a
discharge channel connected to a discharge port of the com-
pressor main body, a discharge pressure sensor disposed in
the discharge channel, a revolution speed setting unit that
causes the rotor to have a revolution speed matched to a set
number of revolutions, a valve controlling unit that controls
the suction adjusting valve based on a discharge pressure
detected by the discharge pressure sensor in such a manner
that a pressure of the discharge channel is maintained at a set
pressure, and a controller that determines the set number of
revolutions to send the set number of revolutions to the revo-
Iution speed setting unit, and determines the set pressure to
send the set pressure to the valve controlling unit. In the
compression apparatus, the controller stores a plurality of
service conditions, each of which consists of a pair of a value
of the set number of revolutions and a value of the set pres-
sure, and determines the set number of revolutions and the set
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pressure in accordance with a service condition selected from
among the plurality of service conditions.

According to the above-described configuration, the revo-
Iution speed setting unit defines a capacity of the compressor
main body based on the number of revolutions and the dis-
charge pressure corresponding to the selected service condi-
tion, while the valve controlling unit causes the discharge
pressure to be precisely matched to a set condition. In this
way, it becomes possible to easily change the service condi-
tion without having to perform component replacement or
other operation which is otherwise necessitated by a change
in the service condition.

In the compression apparatus of this invention, the set
number of revolutions may be set to a value corresponding to
the selected condition and fixedly maintained at the value.

Alternatively, in the compression apparatus of this inven-
tion, the controller may cause, depending on a degree of
opening of the suction adjusting valve, the set number of
revolutions to be increased or decreased from the set number
ofrevolutions associated with the selected condition. Accord-
ing to this configuration, a length of time that a discharge is
reduced by means of the suction adjusting valve (a length of
time of operation performed under a no-load condition) is
maintained at an appropriate rate, which can contribute to
high energy efficiency (a reduced consumption of power),
and provide capability of responding to a change in load.

Further, in the compression apparatus of this invention, the
suction adjusting valve may be a switching valve which is
switched between a fully closed state and a fully opened state,
and the controller may cause the set number of revolutions to
be increased or decreased depending on a percentage of a
length of time that the suction adjusting vale is in the fully
closed state with respect to a unit of time.

According to this configuration, the length of time the
discharge is reduced by means of the suction adjusting valve
(the length of time of operation performed under the no-load
condition) is maintained at the appropriate rate, which can
contribute to high energy efficiency (the reduced consump-
tion of power), and provide capability of responding to the
change in load.

Still further, in the compression apparatus of this invention,
the controller may cause the set number of revolutions to be
decreased by a first fixed amount when a full close rate, which
is the percentage of the length of time that the suction adjust-
ing valve is in the fully closed state with respect to the unit of
time, is greater than a predetermined high rate limit, or to be
increased by a second fixed amount when the full close rate is
smaller than a predetermined low rate limit.

According to this configuration, because computation of
the set number of revolutions is simplified, the controller can
be implemented at low cost.

Moreover, in the compression apparatus of this invention,
the controller may determine an initial value of the set number
of revolutions based on an input from a user, and prevent the
set number of revolutions from being increased when the set
number of revolutions is greater than or equal to the initial
value.

In this configuration, when an actual load exceeds a service
condition selected by a user, the compression apparatus is not
allowed to accordingly increase its output, thereby preventing
the consumption of power from increasing beyond a maxi-
mum power estimated under the service condition selected by
the user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram showing a compression
apparatus according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIG. 2 is atable showing set conditions for the compression
apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram showing a compression
apparatus according to a second embodiment of the present
invention, and

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of a change in
discharge pressure and a state change of a suction adjusting
valve in the compression apparatus of FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 shows a
configuration of a compression apparatus according to a first
embodiment of this invention. The compression apparatus of
this embodiment includes a compressor main body 1 that
houses a pair of intermeshing male and female screw rotors to
compress air by means of the screw rotors, an intake channel
2 connected to an intake port of the compressor main body 1,
and a discharge channel 3 connected to a discharge port of the
compressor main body 1.

The screw rotors in the compressor main body 1 are rota-
tively driven by a motor 6 whose revolution speed can be set
through an inverter 5 (a revolution speed setting unit) con-
nected to an alternating current source 4. The intake channel
2 is equipped with an air filter 7 and a suction adjusting valve
8. The discharge channel 3 is equipped with a discharge
pressure sensor 9 and an after cooler 10.

The suction adjusting valve 8 is designed to have an open-
ing the degree of which is adjusted by a PID controller 11 (a
valve controlling unit). More specifically, the PID controller
11 performs PID control of the degree of opening of the
suction adjusting valve 8 based on a discharge pressure Pd
detected by the discharge pressure sensor 9 in such a manner
that a pressure of the discharge channel 3 is maintained at a
predetermined set pressure Pd_set.

A set number of revolutions of the screw rotors Rev_set to
be established by the inverter 5 (a set frequency of the inverter
5) and the set pressure Pd_set to be established by the PID
controller 11 are specified by a controller 12. The controller
12 includes an arithmetic section 13 having a microprocessor,
an input section 14, such as a keyboard or a switch, which
allows a user (an operator) to provide an input, and a display
section 15 such as a display.

In this embodiment, the controller 12 specifies the set
number of revolutions Rev_set and the set pressure Pd_set
based on a table shown in FIG. 2. The arithmetic section 13
previously stores data indicated in FIG. 2. The user selects
any one (a condition 1, a condition 2, or a condition 3) of the
three conditions indicated in FIG. 2. The air discharge rates
listed in FIG. 2 are provided as a rough indication of an
amount of available air under each of the conditions for use as
areference to help the user in selecting the condition, and they
are not intended to be relevant with any control of the com-
pression apparatus.

The set number of revolutions Rev_set is specified to a
revolution speed at which the compressor main body 1 is able
to sufficiently provide the air discharge rates listed in FIG. 2
as long as the discharge pressure Pd is maintained at the set
pressure Pd_set. The PID controller 11 adjusts the degree of
opening of the suction adjusting valve 8 to thereby regulate
the pressure of air at the intake port of the compressor main
body 1 in such a manner that the discharge pressure Pd is
maintained at the set pressure Pd_set.

In this way, the compression apparatus according to this
embodiment is capable of causing the discharge pressure and
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the air discharge rate to be changed only by an input to the
controller 12. Specifically, operation to adjust (change) the
number of revolutions in response to a change in specifica-
tions of an object to which compressed air is supplied (a
change in service condition of the compressor) has conven-
tionally necessitated replacement work of replacing a com-
ponent such as a pulley, a belt, or a gear with another one, or
installation of a massive mechanical speed changing means.
In contrast, when the compression apparatus of this embodi-
ment is employed, the change in specifications of the object to
which compressed air is supplied can be accommodated only
by the input to the controller 12 without accompanying any
action such as the above-described replacement work. Mean-
while, components such as the pulley, the belt, or the gear are
no longer necessary for a power transmission means, and
instead, an inexpensive inverter having relatively simple
structure can be employed as described below in place of the
components.

In this embodiment, the inverter 5 only has to realize, as the
set number of revolutions Rev_set, any one of the numbers of
revolutions listed in FIG. 2, and need not make a frequent
change in value of the set number of revolutions Rev_set. In
this regard, an inexpensive inverter with relatively simple
structure may be used as the inverter 5. Moreover, instead of
a combination of the inverter 5 and the motor 6, another
combination such as a combination of a pole change motor
and a pole selecting circuit may be used.

Although the controller 12 internally stores data on the
table of FIG. 2 in this embodiment, the data may be stored in
another device (for example, a higher level computer). Then,
values of the set number of revolutions and the set pressure
may be sent to the controller 12 in accordance with a selection
of a condition. In this case, the controller 12 and the above-
described another device combined together constitute a con-
troller that is embraced in a concept of the controller of this
invention.

In addition, FIG. 3 shows another configuration of the
compression apparatus according to a second embodiment of
this invention. In description of the second embodiment, the
same components as those of the first embodiment are desig-
nated by the same reference numerals, and the descriptions
related to the components will not be repeated. In the com-
pression apparatus of the second embodiment, the suction
adjusting valve is a switching valve 8a which is switched
between a fully opened state and a fully closed state. Because
of'this, a HI/LLO controller 11a for performing high-low con-
trol is used as a valve controlling means that controls the
suction adjusting valve 8a.

The HI/LO controller 11a closes the suction adjusting
valve 8a, as shown in FIG. 4, and accordingly causes the
compressor main body 1 to operate under a no-load condition
when the discharge pressure Pd reaches or exceeds a prede-
termined high pressure limit Pd_set_H, or opens the suction
adjusting valve 8a and accordingly causes the compressor
main body 1 to operate under a full load condition when the
discharge pressure Pd drops to or below a predetermined low
pressure limit Pd_set_L. The high pressure limit Pd_set_H
and the low pressure limit Pd_set_L are predefined for each of
the service conditions to be selected by the user.

In this embodiment, the controller 12 makes an adjustment
to the set number of revolutions Rev set used in the inverter 5
from moment to moment. An initial value Rev_spec of the set
number of revolutions Rev_set is predefined for each of the
conditions to be selected by the user. The initial value
Rev_spec is also intended to be an upper limit value of the set
number of revolutions Rev_set of the inverter 5 under a
selected service condition.
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The controller 12 calculates a full close rate (tr=2Xtn/At)
which is a percentage of a length of time (t1, t2, t3) that the
suction adjusting valve 8a is in the fully closed state with
respect to a predetermined unit of time At. Then, the control-
ler 12 decreases the set number of revolutions Rev_set by a
predetermined first fixed value AR1 when the full close rate tr
is greater than a predetermined high rate limit tr_H, or
increases the set number of revolutions Rev_set by a prede-
termined second fixed value AR2 when the full close rate tr is
smaller than a low rate limit tr_L.

When the suction adjusting valve 8a is fully closed, the
compressor main body 1 generates no compressed air, but still
consumes a fraction (for example, approximately 20%) of the
power consumed at full load. With this in view, the high rate
limit tr_H is defined to be as small as possible within a
controllable range, thereby preventing occurrence of an
excessively high close rate tr. As a result, the consumption of
power of the compression apparatus can be reduced.

Here, when the full close rate tr is higher than the prede-
termined high rate limit tr_H, the set number of revolutions
Rev_set may be reduced by the predefined first fixed value
AR1, to thereby decrease a subsequently-obtained full close
rate tr, i.e. reduce a percentage of operation performed under
the no-load condition. On the contrary, when the full close
rate tr is lower than the predetermined low rate limit tr_I., the
set number of revolutions Rev_set may be increased by the
predetermined second fixed value AR2, which can prevent,
even when the load is increased, occurrence of a situation
where the set number of revolutions is still low while the
suction adjusting valve 8a remains full open. In other words,
it can be avoided that the high/low state of the suction adjust-
ing valve 8a is not properly controlled. This means that, in this
embodiment, the length of time the discharge is reduced by
means of the suction adjusting valve (the length of time of
operation performed under the no-load condition) is main-
tained at an appropriate rate, which can lead to high energy
efficiency (a reduced consumption of power), and provide
capability of responding to a change in load. In addition,
because calculation of the set number of revolutions is sim-
plified, it is possible to implement the controller 12 at low
cost.

Further, the initial value Rev_spec of the set number of
revolutions Rev_set is a highest revolution speed under the
service condition selected by the user. Then, even in a case
where the full close rate tr is below the predetermined low rate
limit tr_L, the controller 12 does not cause a further increase
of the set number of revolutions Rev_set as long as the set
number of revolutions Rev_set established in that case
matches or exceeds the initial value Rev_spec. In this way,
even when the actual load is increased beyond expectation of
the user, it is ensured that the consumption of power of the
compression apparatus is increased only up to a value deter-
mined by the selected service condition (the consumption of
power is prevented from being increased beyond the maxi-
mum power expected under the service condition selected by
the user).

When the initial value Rev_spec is not used as the upper
limit value, individual upper and lower limit values of the set
number of revolutions Rev_set may be additionally deter-
mined depending on specifications of the inverter 5 and the
motor 6. In this case, the initial value Rev_spec is only used
for defining a capacity of the compression apparatus at the
time of startup.

For the first and second fixed values AR1, AR2, it is pref-
erable that their optimum values are previously selected
based on a unit of time At and a rated revolution speed of the
compressor main body 1, and stored in the arithmetic section
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13 of the controller 12. The fixed values AR1, AR2 may be
found in various ways including a simulation, an empirical
and experimental manner, etc.

Moreover, the technique of adjusting the set number of
revolutions in the second embodiment may be applied to the
first embodiment. In this case, because the degree of opening
of the suction adjusting valve is continuously changed, the
technique is applied, for example, as described below. That is,
the controller 12 calculates an integral value of the degrees of
opening of the suction adjusting valve 8a for the predeter-
mined unit of time At. Then, the controller 12 decreases the
set number of revolutions Rev_set by the predetermined first
fixed value AR1 when the integral value of the degrees of
opening is smaller than a predetermined low limit value, or
increases the set number of revolutions Rev_set by the pre-
determined second fixed value AR2 when the integral value of
the degrees of opening is greater than a predetermined high
limit value.

What is claimed is:

1. A compression apparatus comprising:

a compressor main body that houses a rotor to be rotatively
driven;

an intake channel connected to an intake port of the com-
pressor main body;

a suction adjusting valve disposed in the intake channel;

a discharge channel connected to a discharge port of the
compressor main body;

a discharge pressure sensor disposed in the discharge chan-
nel;

a revolution speed controlling unit that causes the rotor to
have a revolution speed matched to a set number of
revolutions;

a valve controlling unit that controls, based on a discharge
pressure detected by the discharge pressure sensor, the
suction adjusting valve in such a manner that a pressure
of the discharge channel is maintained at a set pressure,
and

a controller that determines the set number of revolutions
and sends the set number of revolutions to the revolution
speed controlling unit, and determines the set pressure to
send the set pressure to the valve controlling unit,
wherein;

the controller stores a plurality of service conditions, each
of which consists of a pair consisting of a value of the set
number of revolutions and a value of the set pressure,
and determines the set number of revolutions and the set
pressure in accordance with a service condition selected
from among the plurality of service conditions.

2. The compression apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the set number of revolutions is fixed to a value of the
set number of revolutions corresponding to a selected one of
the service conditions.

3. The compression apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the controller increases or decreases the set number
of revolutions, depending on a degree of opening of the suc-
tion adjusting valve, from the set number of revolutions cor-
responding to selected one of the service conditions.

4. The compression apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein:

the suction adjusting valve is a switching valve that is
switched between a fully closed state and a fully opened
state, and

the controller increases or decreases the set number of
revolutions depending on a percentage of a length of
time the suction adjusting valve is in the fully closed
state with respect to a unit of time.
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5. The compression apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the controller decreases the set number of revolu-
tions by a first fixed amount when a full close rate, which is
the percentage of the length of time the suction adjusting
valve is in the fully closed state with respect to the unit of 5
time, is greater than a predetermined high rate limit, or
increases the set number of revolutions by a second fixed
amount when the full close rate is smaller than a predeter-
mined low rate limit.

6. The compression apparatus according to claim 5, 10
wherein the controller does not cause a further increase of the
set number of revolutions when the set number of revolutions
is greater than or equal to an initial value of the set number of
revolutions.
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